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   . . .  sowing the seeds   . . .  sowing the seeds   . . .  sowing the seeds   . . .  sowing the seeds    
  of a new creation. . .  of a new creation. . .  of a new creation. . .  of a new creation. . .    
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+ in memoriam ++ in memoriam ++ in memoriam ++ in memoriam +    
 
 
 
 

william juel howell 
20 march 2009 

 

franklin delano nelson 
20 april 2009 

 
 
 
 
 

“For the faithful“For the faithful“For the faithful“For the faithful    
who have gone before us and are at rest,who have gone before us and are at rest,who have gone before us and are at rest,who have gone before us and are at rest,    

let us gilet us gilet us gilet us give thanks to the Lord.”ve thanks to the Lord.”ve thanks to the Lord.”ve thanks to the Lord.”    
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the AGENDAAGENDAAGENDAAGENDA for the ANNUAL MEETING ANNUAL MEETING ANNUAL MEETING ANNUAL MEETING 
 
the OPENING DEVOTIONSOPENING DEVOTIONSOPENING DEVOTIONSOPENING DEVOTIONS    
the CURRENTCURRENTCURRENTCURRENT LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIPLEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP of    the    CONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATION  (page 3) 

the MINUTES MINUTES MINUTES MINUTES of    the PREVIOUS  PREVIOUS  PREVIOUS  PREVIOUS CONGREGATIONALCONGREGATIONALCONGREGATIONALCONGREGATIONAL MEETING MEETING MEETING MEETING 

  (page 5) 
the REPORTSREPORTSREPORTSREPORTS 

� of the PASTORPASTORPASTORPASTOR  (page 7) 
� of the PRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENT  (no report) 
� of the TREASURERTREASURERTREASURERTREASURER  (to be distributed at meeting) 
� of the MINISTRY TEAMSMINISTRY TEAMSMINISTRY TEAMSMINISTRY TEAMS    & AUXILIARIES& AUXILIARIES& AUXILIARIES& AUXILIARIES 
 

  BUILDING & GROUNDSBUILDING & GROUNDSBUILDING & GROUNDSBUILDING & GROUNDS  (page 11)    
        EDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATION  (page 13)    
        FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP  (no report)    
        STEWARDSHIP & FINANCESTEWARDSHIP & FINANCESTEWARDSHIP & FINANCESTEWARDSHIP & FINANCE  (no report)    
        AUDIT COMMITTEEAUDIT COMMITTEEAUDIT COMMITTEEAUDIT COMMITTEE  (no report)    
        OUTREACHOUTREACHOUTREACHOUTREACH  (page 14)    
        WORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIP  (page 16)    

  ALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILD  (page 17)    
  LUTHERAN YOUTH ORGANIZATILUTHERAN YOUTH ORGANIZATILUTHERAN YOUTH ORGANIZATILUTHERAN YOUTH ORGANIZATIONONONON  (no report)    
        WOMEN of the WOMEN of the WOMEN of the WOMEN of the E.L.C.A.E.L.C.A.E.L.C.A.E.L.C.A.  (page 18)    
        the PATIOthe PATIOthe PATIOthe PATIO  (page 20)    
    

the ELECTION  ELECTION  ELECTION  ELECTION of the OFFICERS & REPRESENTATIVES OFFICERS & REPRESENTATIVES OFFICERS & REPRESENTATIVES OFFICERS & REPRESENTATIVES    
  (page 21) 
the APPROVAL  APPROVAL  APPROVAL  APPROVAL of the MISSION STRATEGYMISSION STRATEGYMISSION STRATEGYMISSION STRATEGY 
  (to be distributed at meeting)    
the UNFINISHED BUSINESSUNFINISHED BUSINESSUNFINISHED BUSINESSUNFINISHED BUSINESS    
the NEW BUSINESSNEW BUSINESSNEW BUSINESSNEW BUSINESS 
the ADJOURNMENTADJOURNMENTADJOURNMENTADJOURNMENT & CLOSING PRAYERCLOSING PRAYERCLOSING PRAYERCLOSING PRAYER    
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the CURRENTCURRENTCURRENTCURRENT LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIPLEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP of the CONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATION 
 

the OFFICERSOFFICERSOFFICERSOFFICERS 
two years 

 

----------, president* 
Marylin Boomer, secretary* 

 
Carol Reinert, treasurer**

 
the CONGREGATION COUNCILCONGREGATION COUNCILCONGREGATION COUNCILCONGREGATION COUNCIL 

two years 
 

----------, building & grounds*  
----------, fellowship* 

Norma Saenger, worship* 
 

Sally Cooke, education*** 
Fred Behnken, outreach** 
---------, stewardship & finance**

 
the NOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEE 

02/2009-02/2010 
 

----------, chairperson 
---------- 
---------- 

---------- 
---------- 
----------

 
the REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SYNOD ASSEMBLYREPRESENTATIVES TO THE SYNOD ASSEMBLYREPRESENTATIVES TO THE SYNOD ASSEMBLYREPRESENTATIVES TO THE SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

02/2008-02/2009 
 

Wanda Howell, female 
----------, male 

----------, female (alt.) 
----------, male (alt.)

 
Friday, April 24 – Sunday, April 26, 2009 

Plano, TX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*term of office:  02/2008-02/2010 **term of office:  02/2009-02/2011

***appointed by council action
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the MINUTES MINUTES MINUTES MINUTES of the    PAST PAST PAST PAST     
CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGCONGREGATIONAL MEETINGCONGREGATIONAL MEETINGCONGREGATIONAL MEETINGSSSS    
    

Annual Meeting:  Sunday, February 3rd, 2009 
 

 The February 3, 2009 annual meeting of the Midland Lutheran Church 
was called to order at 11:45 by presiding member Fred Behnken.  It was 
announced that a quorum was present (21 member needed, 34 present).  The 
meeting was opened with a prayer.   
 

 It was noted that the annual report was dedicated to Dorothy Robbins 
who died on September 23, 2008. 
 

 The minutes of the February 4, 2008 meeting were approved by a voice 
vote after a motion to accept by Anneliese Hyde and seconded by Sally Cooke.   
The reports from the standing committees were discussed and Charles Wolle 
moved we accept them and seconded by Bob Boomer, and passed with a voice 
vote.   Members of the council and committees were asked to stand and be 
recognized. 
 

 The nominating committee chairperson, Anneliese Hyde announced the 
following members have agreed to serve the church.  Marylin Boomer: 
Secretary; Carol Reinert; Treasurer; Sally Cooke; Education committee.  It was 
noted that we do not have representatives to the synod assembly, Terry and Jim 
Harris volunteered to attend.  Bob Boomer moved the nominations be closed 
and the slate be elected by acclamation, seconded by Lonnie Yee, passed 
unanimously.   
 

 Old Business:  Lonnie Yee presented the budget and noted that thanks to 
Martin Meissner, the church mortgage has been paid off.  He then moved we 
continue to put the $1100 previously used for the mortgage be put into a fund 
to use to re-roof the church building.  Charles Wolle seconded, motion carried. 
The total budget was $183,665.  With no further discussion, Bob Boomer 
moved, Sally Cooke seconded the budget be accepted with the amendment, 
motion carried. 
 

 There was no unfinished business. 
 

 There was no new business.  
 

 Announcements:  Church on the Journey has stated they will help with 
the roof fund.  Matching funds are available from Thrivent as well as $1300 
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Care in Congregation funds.  Speak with Marylin Boomer or Fred Behnken for 
details.   
 

 With no further business, Sally Cooke moved and Jim Harris seconded 
we adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was closed with a prayer by pastor at 
12:15. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Marylin Boomer 
 

+   +   ++   +   ++   +   ++   +   +    
 

Special Meeting:  Sunday, May 17th, 2009 
 

On Sunday, May 17th, 2009, the council for Midland Lutheran Church called a 
special meeting of the congregation to discuss and vote on repairing church 
property.   The proposal went as follows: 
 

 “Roof fund as of January 1, 2009… $24,750.00.   
 

Because Church Mutual Insurance Company has determined that the roof - 
both the high roof over the worship area and the flat roof over the classrooms - 
has been destroyed by the last hail storm and will honor our claim of total 
replacement cost, the church council moves that the roof fund be redesignated 
to cover the costs: 
 

1) Of replacing the three heating / air conditioning units responsible for 
the west and south hallways m- $12,540.00. 

2) Of purchasing and installing new kitchen cabinets and counters in the 
parsonage -  up to $14,000.   ” 

 

The meeting was called to order at 11:45am after a quorum was established, by 
Fred Behnken.  Jim Harris moved we accept the motion as presented and 
seconded by Norma Saenger.  The vote was unanimous.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 11:49am with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Submitted by  
 

Marylin Boomer, recording secretary 
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the REPOR REPOR REPOR REPORTTTT    of the PASTOR PASTOR PASTOR PASTOR    
 
 
 
     The graph to the left tells it all.  
For the first ten years of our life 
together, membership grew.  In fact, 
it exploded!  For the next twenty, 
we held our own.  But, for the last 

twenty-five, it’s been a slow, steady decline.  Some left for greener pastures.  
Others grew up and moved away.  There’ve been the usual disagreements and 
hurt feelings.   And, of course, we’ve gotten older. 
 

     However, you might’ve noticed, over the past eight years, we’ve been 
changing!  We became involved in the tranformational ministries process and, 
in many ways, we’re a different congregation.  We’ve invested a lot of time and 
energy in rethinking what it means to be Lutheran out here in West Texas!  
Our vision has sharpened.  Our efforts honed.  And as our faith has deepened, 
our mission has thrived!  Dreamcatchers!  Family Promise!  Harvest Garden!  
The Patio!  And those are only a few!  We’ve come a long way since those early 
days of “rearranging the furniture” in the worship area.   
 

     But, now, it’s time for the next step – figuring out how to let others in on 
our “little secret!”  The ministries that have started over the past eight years will 
continue.  And, in all probability, more will be added!  We’ve “shown” people 
how much god cares.  But, now, it’s time to telltelltelltell  them how much god cares. . .  
for “our” sake as much as for theirs! 
 

     But, where do we start?  How do we begin?  With a shout?  Or with a 
whisper?  Maybe, with something simple. . .  something really, really simple.  
Like, maybe. . .  a bumper sticker. . . 
 

     Across the top we could print our name:  Midland Lutheran Church.  And 
beneath that, we could add just five words:  “a still more excellent way. . . .”  
Those are the words from 1st Corinthians with which Paul introduces one of the 
greatest passages of scripture.  Of all the gifts god gives, Paul writes – speaking 
in tongues, working miracles, gifts of healing. . .  Of all the gifts god gives, there 
is one gift even greater. . .  a still more excellent way!  And that is the way of 
love!  Church isn’t “speaking in the tongues of mortals and of angels ” and it’s 
not “understanding all mysteries and all knowledge” or “having all faith so as to 
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remove mountains.”  Church is, put simply, about love!  It’s being loved by 
god!  And it’s loving others the same way!  Free!  Unearned!  Undeserved!  
Unconditional!  Without limit!  Without measure!  And if we Lutherans don’t 
know that, we don’t know anything! 
 

     So, the next chapter of the book begins.  Not with a bang, but with a 
bumper sticker.  Put it on the back of your car.  Tack it up on your front door.  
Put it on the mirror in your bathroom.  Anywhere it will catch your eye and 
make you think. . .  think about god. . .  think about us. . .  and, especially, 
think about “those” who aren’t “us”. . .  yet!  I don’t know the details.  The 
whos or the whats, the whens, wheres, or hows.  In time, that will come.  It 
always has!  But, as we’ve been doing for eight years now, I know that we’ll 
figure that out together! 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Robert A. Barndt, pastor 
 
 

 
 
 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over 
my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; 
love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only 
in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will 
come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For 
now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in 
part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and 
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. . . . 

 
 

midland lutheran church 
 

“a still more excellent way. . 

.” 
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the REPORT REPORT REPORT REPORT    of the    BUILBUILBUILBUILDING & GROUNDS TEAMDING & GROUNDS TEAMDING & GROUNDS TEAMDING & GROUNDS TEAM    
    
Our committee works to be good stewards of our church facilities.  We try to 
minimize costs and keep our assets available for the congregation as a whole to 
follow God’s charge to spread the Word.  For the most part we handle repairs 
ourselves, but in cases that exceed our expertise we call on the professionals. 
 
Among the minor/regular works performed in 2009 are: 
 

1. Mowed, edged, treated for weeds, and fertilized the lawn as needed. 
2. Trimmed trees and shrubs on the church grounds. 
3. Repaired/maintained sprinklers and bubblers as necessary. 
4. Changed or washed ac/heater filters periodically. 
5. Replaced light bulbs as necessary. 
6. Performed minor plumbing repairs. 
7. Performed minor ac/heating system repairs. 

 
There were several major projects that saw action during 2009. 
 

1) Roof ReplacementRoof ReplacementRoof ReplacementRoof Replacement 
With the spring hailstorm we experienced, the roofs of all of our 
building were damaged and the insurance coverage allowed for complete 
replacement.  So far, all of the shingled roofs have been replaced.  The 
flat roof portions are awaiting action by the roofing company, whose 
busy schedule has led to some postponements of the work.  However, it 
shouldn’t be long before all of our roof work is completed.  Following 
completion of the roof work, ceiling tiles that have been discolored by 
leaks over the years will be replaced. 

 
2) Heating/Air Conditioning ReplacementHeating/Air Conditioning ReplacementHeating/Air Conditioning ReplacementHeating/Air Conditioning Replacement 

We replaced three units during the year.  A number of units still need 
replacing but that will be handled on an as-necessary basis; we’ll cross 
our fingers and hope for the best. 
 

3) Parsonage Repairs/RemodelingParsonage Repairs/RemodelingParsonage Repairs/RemodelingParsonage Repairs/Remodeling 
A major project during 2009 was the remodeling of the kitchen.  While 
this has greatly enhanced the parsonage, there is still work planned to 
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replace floor covering/carpet in the kitchen, living and dining areas, and 
for replacement of windows.  Fortunately, this work can be done in 
stages as money and time allow. 

 
There is one major area where we did not progress. 
    

Parking Lot RepairParking Lot RepairParking Lot RepairParking Lot Repair    
The parking lot is still in need of repairs.  The preliminary repair estimates 

we had gotten were in the $12,000 to $15,000 range.  Further investigation 
revealed that a more realistic estimate for longer lasting repairs was in the 
$25,000 range.  We will continue to pursue this as money allows.    
      
One ongoing area where we coOne ongoing area where we coOne ongoing area where we coOne ongoing area where we could really use some assistance is in lawn care.  uld really use some assistance is in lawn care.  uld really use some assistance is in lawn care.  uld really use some assistance is in lawn care.  
We have had a shortage of volunteers who can devote time on a regular basis, We have had a shortage of volunteers who can devote time on a regular basis, We have had a shortage of volunteers who can devote time on a regular basis, We have had a shortage of volunteers who can devote time on a regular basis, 
which has led to a couple of instances where the grass wasn’t maintained as well which has led to a couple of instances where the grass wasn’t maintained as well which has led to a couple of instances where the grass wasn’t maintained as well which has led to a couple of instances where the grass wasn’t maintained as well 
as it should be.  So, if you have a couple of houas it should be.  So, if you have a couple of houas it should be.  So, if you have a couple of houas it should be.  So, if you have a couple of hours a month that you could rs a month that you could rs a month that you could rs a month that you could 
volunteer, we will welcome you.  We have the equipment, we need the bodies.volunteer, we will welcome you.  We have the equipment, we need the bodies.volunteer, we will welcome you.  We have the equipment, we need the bodies.volunteer, we will welcome you.  We have the equipment, we need the bodies.    
 
A large “Thank you” goes out to all who planned, worked and helped to fund 
our many projects over the past year.   We could not maintain our church and 
parsonage without the help of so many people.  If you are interested in being a 
part of the Building and Grounds Team, please contact Charles Wolle, Tom 
Daneker, or Pastor Bob.  If you have a particular talent (plumbing, electrical, 
equipment repair, sprinkler maintenance, etc) we really have opportunities. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Charles Wolle 
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the REPORT  REPORT  REPORT  REPORT of the EDUCATION TEAM EDUCATION TEAM EDUCATION TEAM EDUCATION TEAM    
 
Education is a meaningful program. 
 
This year, we confirmed four students.  They are Cheyenne Bennett, Devin 
Johnson, Amoura Saenger, and Jonathan Yee.  Also a part of the program but 
confirmed at Hope Lutheran Church is Logan Pitts. 
 
We baptized one really cool baby:  Robert Nathaniel Neyman, son of Abbie 
Meyer and Dusty Neyman, nephew of Rachel Meyer and Melanie Barndt, and 
grandson of Pastor Bob and Sherice!   
 
This year, we, also, started a new program for honoring graduating seniors – 
high school, college, and trade schools - called “Wrapped in the Love of the 
Congregation.”  We made fleece tied blankets in the graduates’ favorite colors 
and Marylin Boomer embroidered each.  These were presented at a special 
service in May.  The gifts were very well received and we hope to continue this 
for years – maybe, even, with all the members taking part in the “tying”! 
 
Sunday school – pre-K through 12 – has one great (consistent) student and 
one (committed) teacher!  The adult class on Sunday morning has been 
studying some interesting topics.  And Tuesday evening study group reports 
some neat areas of discussion. . .  included was a discussion of the popular 
book, The Shack. 
 
One last project, we were able to raise funds to help Lanie Barndt and McKenzie 
Howell attend Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp in Hillside, CO for a week in June.  
Rainbow Trail is a ministry of the Rocky Mountain Synod of the E.L.C.A. and is 
located about thirty miles east of Cañon City. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sally Cooke, team leader 
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the REPORT REPORT REPORT REPORT    of the    OUTREACH TEAMOUTREACH TEAMOUTREACH TEAMOUTREACH TEAM    
    
In reporting the work of the Outreach Team, I’m tempted just to say, “Ditto!”  
After looking at what I wrote last year, I realized that many of the efforts of 
this ministry team have become a regular part of the life of this congregation.  
The 2nd Saturday Pancake Breakfast for the Community is beginning its seventh 
year.  We’ve hosted Kids’ Nights Out – originally our Day Camp – for going on 
six years.  The Egg Hunt.  Blood drives.  The Blessing of the Animals.  Trunk ‘r 
Treat.  The Unsale.  Dreamcatchers Ministry at Lamar Elementary.  Twenty-six 
blankets given at Christmas and donated to Casa de Amigos.  Almost $2,000 
for World Hunger collected in the Rice Bowls by the kids each and every 
Sunday morning.  So many activities have become year-to-year things that 
trying to report each one is all but impossible! 
 
So, rather than echo what I’ve written before, I’ll simply lift up two ministries 
new this past year. . . 
 
The first is the Community Garden just south of the well house.  We didn’t get 
it ready in time for the Spring planting.  And an early winter kinda cut short the 
Fall growing season.  But, everything – including gardeners – should be in place 
by March/April.  The purpose of the garden isn’t simply to provide food, 
though in and of itself that’s a bad thing.  But the garden is, also, intended to 
bring neighbors together in a special way.  Gardening isn’t just personal.  It’s 
social, too!  When all is said and done, we should have about a dozen raised 
planters on that part of the property. 
 
A second ministry just getting started is Family Promise of Midland.  It’s a 
ministry with the homeless carried out in partnership with other congregations 
in the community.  Each church serves as host one week every four months 
providing a place to sleep and meals.  The director of the program works with 
the families during the day at a program center to help stabilize lives and start 
over.  The kickoff date is Easter, but that isn’t set in concrete.  Before the 
kickoff – whatever the date, we’ll need to get the classrooms and restrooms 
along the south hallway in a usable condition.  Like other ministries, we’ll be 
working in a close way with Church on the Journey.  We provide the facilities.  
They provide the “person”-power. 
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Two ministries that have been a part of our ministry have been discontinued 
this past year. . . 
 
We didn’t do “The Unsale” this past August.  It was something we’ve hosted for 
the past six or seven years.  If you remember, the “UNsale” is a garage sale or a 
where everything is given away!  We’ve worked through special invitations 
extended on our behalf by local service organizations to people who really need 
what we have to offer.  However, this year, we decided that it was too labor 
intensive a poor use of the facilities. . .  storing so much stuff for so long meant 
being unable to use parts of our facilities for long periods of time. 
 
One other ministry, also, discontinued was “Twogether in Texas” - a premarital 
council program sponsored by the state of Texas.  The goal was to provide for 
healthier marriages.  If a couple completed the program, the county would 
waive the $60 fee for a marriage license.  However, because of the “downturn” 
in the economy, funding was cut in Austin in order to balance the budget.   
 
Finally, I’d like to thank the members of this team for their commitment to 
and their passion for ministry.  Without them, we wouldn’t have been able to 
accomplish as much as we did.  And I’d, also, like to thank you, the members of 
this congregation.  Without your support. . .  and, at times, your forgiveness. . .  
we couldn’t do for others as god has been doing all these years!  It’s amazing to 
see what God’s done through us the past eight years.  And it’s humbling to 
think about what God will continue to do through us in the years to come! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Sherice Barndt, team leader 
 

Fred Behnken, Bob Boomer, Marylin Boomer, and Liz Daneker 
team members 
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the REPORT REPORT REPORT REPORT    of the WORSH WORSH WORSH WORSHIIIIP TEAMP TEAMP TEAMP TEAM    
 
Our year began with Ash Wednesday worship and the imposition of ashes and 
holy communion. 
 

Floral arrangements are furnished by members. 
 

Thank you to our acolytes – Melanie Barndt, Stephen Nelson, Jonathan Yee, 
and Joshua Yee. 
 

Thank you to Ruth Orson and, also, Burgess Cooke for edifying our worship 
services with their music. 
 

We started using the projection screen during worship this past September so 
that people might have an easier time following the service.  Thanks to Pastor 
Bob for his hard work preparing this each Sunday. 
 

Special appreciation to Chad Hauris for repairing our organ and, also, thanks for 
his music preparation and playing each Sunday.  To Bob Boomer for lining up 
worship assistants; to Speck Chambers, Jim Harris, Charles Wolle, and Doug 
Howell for their work as ushers; to Sherice Barndt and Lonnie Yee for helping 
out the acolytes; and to so many others who give of their time and energy to 
make sure Sunday mornings happen, we, also, want to extend out thanks! 
 

We ended our year with Christmas services.  Decorating in the worship area was 
done, once again, by Church on the Journey, while in the narthex, it was done 
by members of our congregation.  We want to be sure to thank them for all 
their help. 
 

Special thanks to Pastor Bob who guides us through our year of worship and 
celebrations. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Norma Saenger, team leader 
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the REPORT REPORT REPORT REPORT of the ALTAR GUILD ALTAR GUILD ALTAR GUILD ALTAR GUILD    
 
Another year has passed and our members have given their services so 
faithfully.   
 

This year, we celebrated one baptism. . .  Robert Nathaniel Neyman – the son 
of Dusty Neyman and Abbie Meyer.  A baptismal banner was made for Nate by 
Amanda Schaffrina.  Thank you, Amanda! 
 

Lilies and Poinsettias were given for Easter and Christmas.  And each Sunday, 
arrangements for the sanctuary have been provided by our members.  Thanks 
to Anneliese Hyde who furnishes our communion bread each Sunday.  And 
special thanks to the members of the Altar Guild for their hard work – 
polishing silver twice a year, polishing pews, dusting our furniture, and 
preparing communion each Sunday, to name a few! 
 

For this year, the members have been Delphine Bowie, Cyndi Stroud, Anneliese 
Hyde, Wanda Hayes, Ruth Mendenhall, Shirley White, Shirley Nelson, Jim 
Harris, Marylin Boomer, Amanda and Tony Schaffrina, and Amoura Saenger. 
 

Thanks to Sherice Barndt and Lonnie Yee for assisting the acolytes  And a thank 
you to everyone who so faithfully works to keep our worship running so 
smoothly!  God bless you all! 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Norma Saenger, altar guild leader 
 
    team 1:  Delphine Bowie & Cyndi Stroud 
    team 2:  Terri Gordon & Norma Saenger 
    team 3:  Anneliese Hyde & Wanda Hayes 
    team 4:  Norma Saenger & Mary Yee 
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the REPORT REPORT REPORT REPORT of the WOMEN OF THE CHURCH WOMEN OF THE CHURCH WOMEN OF THE CHURCH WOMEN OF THE CHURCH    
 
Our  purpose statement is, “As a community of women created in the image of 
God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in 
our calling, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness 
in the church, the society, and the world.” 
 
Our bible studies are held the second Wednesday of each month with Gretchen 
Shults as our leader.  It’s held at our church using the “Lutheran Women 
Today” magazine as the focus.   
 
In February, as is the past, we hosted the first Lenten midweek dinner on Ash 
Wednesday.  In May, we helped prepare a reception for our graduates – Rebecca 
Nelson and Rachel Meyer (from high school) and Allen Keys (from college).  
And in June, we honored the Confirmation Class with a potluck luncheon.  In 
November, Gretchen Shults prepared and presided at our annual Thankoffering 
service.  In December, we held our 40th Tasting Tea!  We proudly shared this 
event with the women from the other Lutheran congregations in the area.  Our 
thanks to Wanda Howell who hosted our December Bible Study and Salad 
Luncheon at her home. 
 
Our projects for the year were supporting the children’s clinic, Hope House, 
Save Place, Soup Kitchen, and Teen Challenge – for both men and women.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Norma Saenger 
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Bank Balance 1-1-09      $3,584.96 
January Offering (church project 27.50)             55.00 
 Thankoffering for 2008     $   149.00 
Lenten  Meal ‘09         $   201.00 
Advent ‘08 Matching from Thrivent      $   220.00 
February offering (church project $26 )      $     52.00 
March offering (Children’s Clinic $20)      $     40.00 
 Memorial for Bill Howell     $     25.00 
April offering (Children’s Clinic $28.50)      $     57.00 
 Children’s Clinic      $     48.50 
May offering (Hope House $32.50)                     $     65.00 
 Lutheran Woman Today (2 yrs church copy)    $     44.00 
June offering (Hope House $26)        $     52.00 
 Hope House       $     58.50 
July offering (Safe Place $19)        $     38.00 
Cookbooks         $    190.00 
August offering (Safe Place  $29)       $      58.00 
Transfers from MLC (Thrivent Lent ’09 match + holdover)    $    446.00 
 Augsburg Fortress (leader guide)    $      15.65 
September offering (Soup Kitchen  $29)              58.00 
Cookbooks         $      40.00 
 Safe Place      $      50.00 
October offering (Soup Kitchen $17)      $      34.00 
 Soup Kitchen      $      50.00 
November offering  (Teen Challenge $17)      $      34.00 
December offering (Teen Challenge $19.50)      $      39.00 
Thankoffering         $    166.00  
Advent Dinner         $    122.00 
 Norma Saenger (Teen Challenge)    $      45.25 
 Shirley White (tasting tea invitations & postage)  $      37.51 
 Thankoffering      $    166.00   
  Bank Balance 12-30-09                   $ 4,862.55 

 

 
ALLOCATED:     Church Projects             $3,120.81 
    Community Garden   200.00 
                  $3,320.81 
           
AVAILABLE         $1,541.74 
 
ALLOCATED:    Parking Lot  ( 516.00) 
    Bathroom repairs  ( 805.00) 
    Lenten meal ’07  ( 209.00) 
    Advent meal  ’07  ( 203.50) 
    Advent  ’07  match ( 121.25) 
    Lenten meal 2008 ( 185.84) 
   
 
        

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Porsch, treasurer 
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the REPORT REPORT REPORT REPORT of the    PATIOPATIOPATIOPATIO    
 

This past September, The Patio is has started another year.  Year number three. . 
.  And each one has been a learning experience!  At the present, we have six 
registered clients, some coming regularly, others infrequently.  We are 
expecting one new client.  The word is out that we are here.  But we’ll continue 
doing more advertising. 
 
This year, with other area agencies serving the aging, we participated in the 
Wellness Fair sponsored by Manor Park.  We’ve spoken at Hospice of Midland, 
again – who, by the way, is a big supporter of our work.  And we’ve added to 
our clients’ comfort by installing an awning outside above the kitchen windows 
in order to have more shade in the summertime.   
 
We have been very fortunate in having wonderful volunteers from Midland 
Lutheran Church, Church on the Journey, and Community Services.  And 
thanks, as well as, to Pastor Groves of Church on the Journey and to Pastor 
Barndt.  At the present, as you will see in the report of the treasurer, we should 
have about $16,000 designated to this particular ministry.  All the refreshments 
have been supplied by the Patio volunteers! 
 
May God continue to bless this valuable ministry! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Anneliese M. Hyde, team leader 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 21 

the REPORT REPORT REPORT REPORT of the NOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

the OFFICERSOFFICERSOFFICERSOFFICERS 
two years 

 

----------, president* 
Marylin Boomer, secretary* 

 
Carol Reinert, treasurer**

 
the CONGREGATION COUNCILCONGREGATION COUNCILCONGREGATION COUNCILCONGREGATION COUNCIL/TEAM LEADERS/TEAM LEADERS/TEAM LEADERS/TEAM LEADERS 

two years 
 

----------, building & grounds* 
----------, fellowship* 

Norma Saenger, worship* 

Sally Cooke, education** 
Fred Behnken, outreach** 
----------, stewardship & finance**

 
the NOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEENOMINATING COMMITTEE 

02/2009-02/2010 
 

----------, team leader 
--------------- 
--------------- 

--------------- 
--------------- 

--------------- 
 

the REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SYNOD ASSEMBLYREPRESENTATIVES TO THE SYNOD ASSEMBLYREPRESENTATIVES TO THE SYNOD ASSEMBLYREPRESENTATIVES TO THE SYNOD ASSEMBLY    
02/2009-02/2010 

Amarillo, TX – April 23-25, 2009 
02/2009-02/2010 

 

----------, female 
----------, male 

----------, female (alt.) 
----------, male (alt.)

  

 
 
 
 
 
*term of office:  02/2010-02/2012 

 

 
 
 
 
 
**term of office:  02/2009-02/2011 
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the PAROCHIAL STATISTICS PAROCHIAL STATISTICS PAROCHIAL STATISTICS PAROCHIAL STATISTICS    
    
    

membership, end of 200membership, end of 200membership, end of 200membership, end of 2008888        
 
     members received during 2008 
           by baptism – child 
 by baptism – adult 
 by affirmation of baptism 
 by transfer 
     baptized youth confirmed 
 
     total      total      total      total members remembers remembers remembers receivedceivedceivedceived    
 
     members removed during 2008 
          by death 
          by transfer  
          by council action/statistical adj. 
 
     total members removed     total members removed     total members removed     total members removed    
 

membership, end of 200membership, end of 200membership, end of 200membership, end of 2009999    
 
 
 
 
 
 

baptized 

175175175175    
 
 

1 
0 
0 
1 
0 

 
2222    

 
 

2 
0 
0 

 
2222    

 

175175175175    
 
 
 
 
 
 

confirmed 

148148148148    
 
 

0 
0 
0 
1 
4 

 
5555    

 
 

2 
0 
0 

 
2222    

 

151151151151

 
 

average attendance:        4average attendance:        4average attendance:        4average attendance:        40000        
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the    MISSION STATEMEMISSION STATEMEMISSION STATEMEMISSION STATEMENTNTNTNT    
    
    We, as Midland Lutheran Church, 
 a community of disciples, 
 justified by grace through faith for Christ’s sake 

are called 
to bear witness to God’s charity, 
to proclaim the gospel in its purity, 
to nurture the faith, 
to share the love of Jesus 
and to honor and dignify all of God’s creation 
through compassionate service. 

    
    
    

adopted Feb. 4, 2007 
- as a work in progress - 
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midland lutheran church 
evangelical lutheran church in america 

2705 west michigan avenue  +  midland, texas  79701 

www.midlandlutheranchurch.org 

 

432.694-1373     +     midluth@att.net 


