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reflections. . .reflections. . .reflections. . .reflections. . .  
 
 
 
 
 
Once upon a time, there were only ten months in a year.  It 
began with March, when the legions did just that, marching. . .  
going out. . .  conquering. . .  And the last four months were 
named, appropriately enough, Month Seven (September), Month 
Eight (October), Month Nine (November), and Month Ten 
(December)!  Then, came winter.  Unnamed.  Uncounted.  Then, 
it started all over again the next Spring with the marching and the 

going out and the conquering. 
 

Eventually, January and February were created to fill the void.  And January, not 
March, became Month One.  Why?  Because we said so!  There was nothing in the 
stars to set it apart.  Nothing on earth.  January 1 was the beginning simply because we 
said it was the beginning.  And, we celebrated!  With parties!  With fireworks!  With 
champaign and funny hats!  But here in the church. . . 
 

Here in the church, something is new not because of convenience or whim.  It’s new 
because god made it that way!  Christmas!  Easter!  Pentecost!  And, maybe, most of 
all, Good Friday!  Because it was on that day god gave us god’s brightest!  God’s best!  
God’s everything!  It was on that barren hilltop outside the walls of that dusty desert 
town that god said, once and for all. . .  said, once and forever. . . 
 

“Behold, I make everything“Behold, I make everything“Behold, I make everything“Behold, I make everything    ––––    everything and everyone everything and everyone everything and everyone everything and everyone ––––    new!”new!”new!”new!”    
 

Till next month! 

pastor bob 



News Briefing  

   
  

Looking Toward the Future 

Briarwood’s Exciting Master Plan 
 

Gifts to DiscipleLife Alive! have enabled Briarwood Retreat Center to undertake 

a full review of its site and facilities, resulting in the development of a new 

Master Plan for the future of the campus.  The Master Plan envisions that (1) an 

attractive new entrance will be built that provides a sense of arrival and welcome 

for campers and retreaters, (2) distinct areas of the grounds will be zoned for ministry with children, youth and 

adults, (3) parking will be added and all vehicular traffic will be moved to the periphery -- with a new pond placed 

central to the grounds, (4) the DiscipleLife Center for Mission will be built to accommodate up to 160 participants 

in a facility that is technologically "state of the art", (5) a new lodge will be constructed that can hold up to 60 

participants in single and double rooms, (6) Trails End cabins will be removed and two new 16 bed cabins 

provided, (7) a new High School area will be developed with a meeting space and two cabins (to be used for local 

schools’ nature study during the week), and (8) space will be provided for the Briarwood and NT-NL Mission 

staff.  Briarwood’s Master Plan will help them grow and strengthen over the next decade as a partner with the NT-

NL Mission Area in Leadership Formation for Mission. 
_____________________ 

 

We Want your Videos 
How does your congregation engage in mission both locally and globally?  Tell your story in pictures 

by developing a 30-40 second video of your members in action.  The videos will be used at the 2012 

Mission Assembly and posted on the Assembly Facebook page.  Our assembly has a Global Mission 

theme this year, presented in special speakers, music and workshops.  Go to NTNL.org – Assembly. 
 

From Merger to Merger: A History of the ALC’s Southern District, 1961-87 
A history of the Southern District is now available, authored by a number of folks active in the former judicatory.   

History, essays and a 40-page photo gallery are all included.  A limited number of books will be printed.  Learn 

how to reserve yours at the Bulletin Board on NTNL.org. 

 

FYI (Go to www.NTNL.org) January Emphasis: Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is observed January 18-25 
 Voting Members at the coming Mission Assembly (April 27-29) will elect a bishop to serve in the NT-NL Mission Area 

for a six year term.  The Committee on the Bishop Election encourages you to be in prayer about the election and 

nominees.  Information about the process is found at NTNL.org – Assembly. 

 Position Opening at Briarwood: the Board of Directors of Briarwood Retreat Center has opened its search for a new 

Executive Director.  To see the position description, go to BriarwoodRetreat.org. 

 New Visions: Leadership for Mission, March 5-6 at Briarwood, is offered by Healthy Congregations and taught by Pr. 

Jon Lee and Pr. Paul Blom.  The event will help congregational leaders increase mission awareness, improve 

congregational vitality, grow leadership skills and manage change in healthy ways.  Learn more at NTNL.org. 

 The ALOA Senior Fest (Adult Lutherans Organized for Action) is Saturday, Feb. 18, at King of Glory, Dallas, 

featuring The Rev. Walt Waiser on the topic of Prayer.  Learn more at NTNL.org. 

 NT-NL Lutheran Men in Mission sponsors a gathering for all men on Jan. 20-21 at Briarwood.  The keynote presenter 

is Richard Ray, Anchor 4 News, speaking on Living DiscipleLife.  Info contact Davis Tubre (hdtubre@gmail.com). 

 The Apprentice Conference at King of Glory, Dallas, Jan. 27-28, features James Bryan Smith, C.J. Fox and Matt 

Johnson talking about the exciting adventure of being continually transformed into the likeness of 

Jesus.  Learn more at KingOfGlory.com.  

 What Shall I Say?  The annual continuing education conference for all ELCA rostered leaders in 

TX and LA is Jan. 23-25 in Waco.  Four presenters will preach and reflect on the preaching task. 
 

The Northern Texas – Northern Louisiana Mission Area: DiscipleLife: Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 
To receive News Briefing electronically, sign up at www.ntnl.org or call 214.637.6865 

January 2012 
 

Celebrating our Ministry together 

in the NT-NL Mission Area 

  
Congregational Newsletter Insert.  More information available at www.ntnl.org  

The Shalom Center at Briarwood 
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The Jubilee Centre 
A Beacon of Hope on the Hill in Freetown 

 
 

There is something powerful to be said about the experience of 

friendship – it breathes of loyalty, mutuality and partnership.  This 

certainly is true of the 20+ year relationship between the NT-NL and 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone.  It began in the late 

1980’s when Dr. Jeremiah Sinnah-Yovonie returned to his native Sierra 

Leone, having completed studies at the University of Iowa in Des 

Moines. He took with him the Lutheran faith that he had grown to love 

in the U.S., and he shared that faith with family and others, including 

Tom Barnett. Together they determined to found the ELCSL.   

 

When the ELCA was formed in 1988, the NT-NL was asked to be a 

“Companion Synod” with the Lutherans in Sierra Leone. In 1990 Pastor 

Rod Maeker, and in 1992 Bishop Mark Herbener, visited Sierra Leone, joining in the work of 

training lay evangelists to lead the Lutheran congregations that were springing up 

throughout Sierra Leone. Seven Sierra Leoneans entered Lutheran seminaries, including 

three who came to the U.S., studying at Wartburg Seminary and visiting in NT-NL: Tom and 

Marie Barnett and Miatta Monrovia. Through the efforts of these native Sierra Leoneans the 

ELCSL was born as the first African Lutheran Church begun without the presence of 

missionaries from the West. 

_______________ 

 

 

The Jubilee Centre: A Mission Center.  Ground breaking for 

the Jubilee Lutheran Centre took place in 2002.  It is located on 

Parliament Hill in downtown Freetown, visible to the entire city 

sprawled out below.  The Centre will be the center of Lutheran 

outreach and evangelism in Freetown and will serve as a 

Mission Center for the ELCSL.  Construction has been ongoing 

as funds have become available; the people of NT-NL have 

provided over $600,000 for this project.  It will take about 

$300,000 more to complete construction and to make the 

worship center operational. This is a tithe of the $3 million goal of DiscipleLife Alive!  A 

portion of these DLA! funds has already been forwarded to the ELCSL to help them move 

the project into its final stages of construction. 

 

The Center will provide worship space for nearly 1,000 – plus a school, 

a medical center, an outreach center, and a community center for 

Freetown.  It will serve as a beacon to the people of Sierra Leone that 

Lutherans, who have only been in Sierra Leone for 20 years or so, are 

here to stay.  We await that day of celebration when a group from the 

NT-NL travels to Freetown to dedicate the Jubilee Lutheran Centre, 

likely to happen yet in 2012. 
 

_________________ 
Page One produced by Pastor Stan Meyer, Bishop Assistant 

To download this and other Page One articles in MSWord format, go to ntnl.org / news / page one 



We believe that God's purpose for Briarwood is to provide a natural setting where people experience God's love. 
Thank you for your partnership in the camping and retreat ministry of the synod. 

 

The Briarwood Vine 
  The monthly newsletter of Briarwood Retreat Center 
  January 2012 

 
 
  

  
Merry Christmas to all of 
you from the Briarwood 
staff.  May your holidays 
be a blessed time. 

 
2011 ASK Letter 

 
By now you have hopefully 
recieved your 2011 ask 
letter from Briarwood.  If 
you are considering 
making a donation to us for 
2011 it is not too late.  We 
have already been blessed with almost $3000 in 
gifts through this letter and more comes in each 
day.  As you may know Briarwood relies on your 
generous donations for more than 30% of our 
operating budget. These funds are vital for 
Briarwood to continue its mission. If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact the Briarwood 
office.  Checks need to be dated by 12/31/2011 and 
received by 1/5/2012 to be counted for this year. All 
donations made to Briarwood can be used as a tax 
deductible charitable contribution. 
 

DiscipleLife 
Alive Brunch 
and Program 

  
Not even the cold rain 
could dampen the spirit 
surrounding the 
Briarwood Brunch on December 4th.  More than 
200 people attended this event as Bishop Kanouse 
led a program to introduce the future of Briarwood.  
During this program the new Master site plan was 
unveiled to the crowd and a discussion followed 
that helped explain the future of Briarwood's role in 
DiscipleLife.  If you are curious to see what is in 
store for Briarwood, you can stop by our website 
and take a look at the Master site plan summary for 
yourself.  Thanks to all who helped make this a very 
special day.  

 

 

Upcoming Events at Briarwood  
  
Seniors Retreat March 23 - 25, 2012  
  
You are invited to join us for the annual Seniors 
Retreat at Briarwood. Designed for the retired, 
semi-retired, or still working - there is no age limit. If 
you want to join us, you are invited to be here!! 
Our time this year will include worship, Bible study, 
interesting workshops, and opportunities for 
horseshoes, card and board games, bird watching 
with Stephanie Varnum, plants and landscaping by 
Jim Varnum, hiking, and much more. This is a 
wonderful time of year to be at Briarwood. 
   
Lenten RetreatMarch 24 - 25, 2012 
4th Grade through Middle School  

  
Your child is invited to Briarwood on March 24th 
and 25th as we journey with Jesus during the 
Lenten season.  Together we will explore the 
meaning of Lent - from its traditional meanings to 
contemporary ways of living Lent. 
Our time this year will also include worship and 
singing, Bible study and small group discussion, 
games, campfire, an arts and crafts project, and all 
the enjoyment of a great camping experience.  This 
is a wonderful time of year to be at Briarwood. 
Adult chaperons are free! 

 

Volunteers 

  
Jean is looking for a few good helpers here at the 
Briarwood office.  It doesn't take a huge time 
commitment to make a big difference.  If you enjoy 
filing, answering the phone, and helping out then 
please contact us and come join the team. 

 

 

Briarwood Retreat Center 

www.briarwoodretreat.org 

Phone: 

(940) 241-2099 

Email: 

bw@briarwoodretreat.org 

 

http://www.briarwoodretreat.org/
mailto:bw@briarwoodretreat.org


Meet Luku 
                                                                 ETHIOPIA 

 

 

Farming is the primary way to make a living in the Abaya 
district of Eastern Ethiopia. It’s always been a challenge for 
crop production to support the entire community, but in 
recent years, unpredictable weather and changing rainfall 
patterns have led to extreme drought and food shortage. 
 

Luku Elema, a 36-year-old mother of seven, knows this all 
too well. For the last several years, her harvest of coffee and 
grain has only produced enough for her family to sustain 
themselves for part of the year. They have gone two months 
or more with hardly anything to eat.   The Lutheran World 

Federation, supported by your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, is working to make a 
difference. 
 

In July 2010, Luku received a gift of three goats. The goats are hardy, surviving in 
even the driest, hottest climates — all the while providing Luku and her children with 
fresh, nutritious milk to drink and sell in the market. She uses the manure from the 
goats to fertilize her fields, and help grow a larger harvest than ever before. 
 

Within five months, the three goats had already multiplied into seven. "When there is 
a lack of food, I can sell a goat," she says. With enough income to sustain her family, 
even in times of drought, she is one step closer to breaking the cycle of poverty for 
good.   
 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support this program and others like it in more 
than 60 countries around the world.  Please make your check payable to “ELCA 
World Hunger” and place it in your congregation’s offering plate or mail it to: ELCA 
World Hunger, P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764. To give online with a credit 
card, please visit: 
  

        w ww.elca.org/hunger 
 



 

WORDSEARCH           THE REVEREND DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.THE REVEREND DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.THE REVEREND DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.THE REVEREND DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

 

ACTION 
ALABAMA 

ASSASSINATION 
ATLANTA 
BAPTIST 

BERNICE (daughter) 
BIRMINGHAM 

BOSTON   UNIVERSITY 
BOYCOTT 
BUSES 
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STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM 

(book) 
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YOLANDA 
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T Z R O P P H A N R S C E T I C E C S O 

A I A J S W T M M I O E T T I R L R T N 

S R M W A T F C T A C T A I R C O S H V 

C P O F N C O I T H E N E E O T E M G I 

O E N E B K N N E Q I R G S S N A F I O 

T C T T C S A S U S Y I D A T H R A R L 

T A G T P I M L S N S O P A G Y G T L E 

S E O O B L D A U T I M L N E S B H A N 

I P M C G E S U R A E V I A T V Y E U C 

T L E Y P S R A J M T M E R N I A R Q E 

P E R O A C T N P E R L I R D D J H E H 

A B Y B P I A H I I R K A H S E A K I E 

B O I C O R I A B C E P K N C I X J G O 

O N G N K S B A N S E G A X T Y T T J J 

N O I T A G E R G E S E S U B A R Y E K 

E G E L L O C E S U O H E R O M X Z N R 

mind games     



FOR THE PAST COUPLE YEARS, the congregation council has been discussing 
alternatives to the weekly freshcut, altar flowers.  Two arrangements at $20 each for fifty-
two weeks comes to $2,040 each year.  In the past, the expense had been covered by people 
providing the funds as memorials or honorariums.  However, for the past couple of years, 
more than half the time, Sundays have gone unsponsored and the costs for the 
arrangements have come  from the general fund.  This year, it’s been decided to try 
something different.  Instead of weekly freshcut flowers, we’ll be moving toward something 

less costly, like dried arrangements, live plants, seasonal or arrangements, that 
can be reused from week to week.  Even cut flowers from your yard is an 
option.  Arrangements can still be given in memory or in honor/ celebration 
of a special person or event in your life.  Or you can make an offering of $20 
– the cost of flowers – to one of our continuing ministries and that gift will be 
recognized in the bulletin just like the flowers were.  Some “good works” 
include World Hunger Appeal, aka, the Rice Bowls, Shoes for Students @ 
Lamar, our witnessing efforts, Kids to Camp, or any other ministry of your 
choice!  Like I said, this is something new.  So, if you have any questions, ideas, 
or concerns, please talk with any of the council representatives or the pastor.  
Like just about everything here at Midland Lutheran, it’s a work in progress!  

 
 

AND SPEAKING OF SOMETHING NEW. . .  You 
might have seen our ad on Newswest 9 just before 
Christmas!  Of course, the best way of spreading the 
Gospel is through face-to-face relationships. . .  with 
neighbors, family, friends, classmates, coworkers, etc.!  
And, currently, we’re, also, doing newsletters, 
newspaper stuff, email, internet, flyers, postcards, etc.  
But, the council thought it might be helpful to think 
about other media, as well. . .  like television!  The 
fifteen second ad will run fourteen times each in December, January, and February. . .  
during Dr. Phil and the 5:00 & 10:00 News.  After three months, the “net reach” will be 
44,000 people!  Of course, for 15 seconds, only the most basic information can be shared.  
So, our goal is “branding” or name-recognition.  Name, address, phone, website.  If you’re 
online, you might want to take a look at the ad from last month.  It’s on YouTube!   
 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOIVH3NItGc&feature=youtu.be 
 

Each spot runs – on an average - $70!  So, the price tag for each month is $982.  Funds have 
been taken from our 50th Anniversary Memorial.  However, if you’d like to help out with a 
special gift – above and beyond your regular giving – just mail it in to the office anytime or 
drop it into the offering plate on Sunday morning, attn:  TV ADS.  Again, any questions, 
talk with the pastor or council! 



THE CLUSTER CONFAB between 
Midland and Christ’s 
Lutheran in Odessa has 
been meeting for the 
past year from 7-8:00, 
the first Thursday 
evening of each 
month!  That means the next meeting will 
be on January 5th, this time, in Odessa!  
Topics of discussion will be a joint retreat 
currently planned for sometime in late 
January or early February and a year long, 
Basin wide celebration of the 
Quincentennial (500th anniversary) of the 
Reformation coming up in 2017!  If you’d 
like to take part in next month’s 
discussion, mark your calendar for  7:00, 
Thursday evening, February 2nd, place to 
be announced! 

+ + + 
TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A 

SEASON:  There’s a time 
to deck the halls.  And, of 
course, there’s a time to 
undeck them!  That time 
will be this Saturday 
morning, January 7th!  Come on down to 
the church building at 10:00 and lend a 
hand in you can.  The more the merrier 
AND the more the quicker!  No need to 
r.s.v.p.  Just come when you can and stay 
as long as you’re able!  Any questions, 
give the pastor a call – 694-1373 – or drop 
him a line – bbarndt@juno.com 

+ + + 
SUNDAY SCHOOL RECONVENES 

9:15, Sunday morning, January 8th!  We 
have two classes. . .  one for the kiddoes 
and another for the adults!  If you’re 

interested, we’ll even give you the option 
of choosing which you’d like to attend!  
The pastor teaches the adult class.  The first 
order of business will be to choose a topic 
for discussion!  Sherice teaches the kids’ 
class.  So, please, plan on being there, this 
sunday!  Any questions, talk with either 
teacher! 

+ + + 
THE TUESDAY 
EVENING STUDY 

GROUP will be back 
at it, starting January 
10th.  There’s always a seat and the coffee is 
fresh and hot!  And the conversation?  
Well, you can’t beat it!  We meet from 7-
8:00, every Tuesday evening, in the 
“Fountain Room” off the west hallway!  
First night back, we’ll be choosing what to 
study!  Join us! 

+ + + 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST #96! 

will be served from 9-
11:00am, Saturday, 
Jan 14th!  If you’d like 
to lend a hand, come 
early or stay late!  

Otherwise, come when you can, stay as 
long as you’d like, and enjoy! A time, a 
place, and a reason for people to get 
together!  And be sure to invite a friend!    

+ + + 

YOU MIGHT REMEMBER HER  from 
November’s issue of “the SOWER”. . .  
Nivea Alize Schrock was 
baptized Christmas Day!  She 
lives here in Midland with her 
grandmother, Sonia Banks.  
Her Aunt, Betty Hensley of 



Lumberton, MS is her godmother!  “We 
welcome you!  We receive you!  As a 
fellow member!  As a sister!  As a 
coworker!”  We, also, welcome her 
grandmother, her aunt, and her great 
grandmother Sophia Hensley, also of 
Lumberton, to the congregation! 

+  +  + 
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

CONGREGATION will convene 
immediately after worship on Sunday, 
January 29th!  All voting members, this is 
your notification by mail as required by 
the constitution of the congregation!  In 
preparation for the meeting, all written 
reports by officers, ministry teams, and 
auxiliaries are due in the office by Sunday, 
January 8th.  Final copies of the annual 

report should be ready for 
distribution by Sunday, 
January 22nd.  If you have 
any questions, please 
contact any council 
representative or the pastor. 

+ + + 
WE’RE STILL COLLECTING CANS!  

For the E.L.C.A. Youth Gathering next 
July in New Orleans and, also, for another 
trip to sum-mer camp!  
So, please, keep those 
aluminum cans 
coming! 
 

And, while you’re at it, keep on using 
<www.goodsearch.com> 

when you’re looking for something 
online.  It’s 
Yahoo’s special 
site for non-

profits and every search you make, we 
make a penny!  Since we began using 
GoodSearch, we’ve received $!  Be sure you 
type in “Midland Lutheran Church 
(Midland, TX)” where the home page says, 
“Choose your cause”!  And thanks. . .  for 
everything! 

+  +  + 
THE “RICE BOWL” 

OFFERING – Last year, the 
total for offerings for World 
Hunger Appeal taken up by the 
kids after the “sermonito” on 
Sunday mornings, totaled, 
drumroll please. . .  
 

$ 1,993
24 

 

+ + + 

BY THE WAY, 16 blankets were donated 
to Casa de Amigos and right around 
$25000 was given for shoes for students at 
Lamar for Christmas!  On behalf of god. . .   
and the people we serve. . .  THANK YOU! 

+ + + 

PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE in 
your thoughts, words, & DEEDS& DEEDS& DEEDS& DEEDS. . .   
 

Adrian; Marv & Yvonne Armock; Bessie 
Arthur; Bob Bales; Aunt Betty; Sandra 
Burress; Speck & Dororthy Chambers; 
Ted Cheuvront; Ann Cihonski; Burgess & 
Sally Cooke; Linda Courtice’s sister 
Laura; Doug & Cindy Dirks; Adam 
Engram; Gene & Terri Gordon; Evelyn 
Herrera; Wanda Howell; family and 
friends of Janette Jenson; Larry Keene; 
Lynelle Kestler; Ann Knittle; Bill & Shirley 
Landureth; Eric Lee; Bob & Nancy 
Martin; Cassie Martin; Frances 
Matthews; Jackie & Martin Meissner; 
Kristen Muehlbrad; Cindy Nelson;  



Lawanna Nelson; Eden Nicole; Jeanette 
Price; Bob & Gwen Ristow; Jim & Nick 
Roop; Norma Saenger; Morris Snider; 
Dave Swenson; Estella Trowbridge; 
Marie Walker; Mary Yee & family 
 

For telephone prayer chain requests - or if 
you’d like to be a link on the chain - 
please call Barbara Porsch (683-4474 *  

bporsch@sbcglobal.net ) 
or Ginny Behnken (262-3374 *  

fred_behnken@grandecom.net )    
 

 

 

the BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS    

wanda wanda wanda wanda 
howellhowellhowellhowell    

1/03 
stephen stephen stephen stephen 
nelsonnelsonnelsonnelson    

1/19 

michael michael michael michael 
eberlyeberlyeberlyeberly    

1/07 
judy judy judy judy 

swensonswensonswensonswenson    
1/22 

charles charles charles charles 
hydehydehydehyde    

1/10 
sherice sherice sherice sherice 
barndtbarndtbarndtbarndt    

1/22 

ruth orsonruth orsonruth orsonruth orson    1/13 
ginny ginny ginny ginny 

behnkenbehnkenbehnkenbehnken    
1/31 

 
if we’ve – unintentionally – omitted 

a  birthday or anniversary, please let 

us know

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the epiphany of our lord 
friday, january 6th 

 
 
 
the prayer of the day: 
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. 
Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to 
the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



 

the LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIPLEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP of the CONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATION 
president   vice president 

secretary marylin boomermarylin boomermarylin boomermarylin boomer    carol reinertcarol reinertcarol reinertcarol reinert    treasurer 
 

ministry team council representative/team leader 

building and grounds lonnie yeelonnie yeelonnie yeelonnie yee    
education sherice barndtsherice barndtsherice barndtsherice barndt    
fellowship     
outreach fred behnkefred behnkefred behnkefred behnkennnn    

stewardship & finance     
worship normanormanormanorma    saengersaengersaengersaenger    

     

nominating team         delegate(s) 

organist chad haurischad haurischad haurischad hauris    bobbobbobbob    barndtbarndtbarndtbarndt    pastor 

 
 

the WORSHIP MINISTERSWORSHIP MINISTERSWORSHIP MINISTERSWORSHIP MINISTERS    
 acolyte reader worship ass’t tellers altar flowers 

jan 01 lanie barndtlanie barndtlanie barndtlanie barndt    ruth orsonruth orsonruth orsonruth orson    kay sewellkay sewellkay sewellkay sewell    
del bowie & del bowie & del bowie & del bowie & 
llllonnie yeeonnie yeeonnie yeeonnie yee    

--- 

jan 08 eden browneden browneden browneden brown    bobbobbobbob    boomerboomerboomerboomer    fred behnkenfred behnkenfred behnkenfred behnken    
tom danekertom danekertom danekertom daneker    
    & lonnie yee& lonnie yee& lonnie yee& lonnie yee    

--- 

jan 15 jonathan yeejonathan yeejonathan yeejonathan yee    
dorothy dorothy dorothy dorothy 
chamberschamberschamberschambers    

bob boomerbob boomerbob boomerbob boomer    
gerald & ruth gerald & ruth gerald & ruth gerald & ruth 
mendenhallmendenhallmendenhallmendenhall    

--- 

jan 22 joshua yeejoshua yeejoshua yeejoshua yee    fred behnkenfred behnkenfred behnkenfred behnken    lonnie yeelonnie yeelonnie yeelonnie yee    
fred behnken & fred behnken & fred behnken & fred behnken & 

alan sewellalan sewellalan sewellalan sewell    
--- 

jan 29 lanie barlanie barlanie barlanie barndtndtndtndt    eden browneden browneden browneden brown    
marylin marylin marylin marylin 
boomerboomerboomerboomer    

del bowie & del bowie & del bowie & del bowie & 
lonnie yeelonnie yeelonnie yeelonnie yee    

--- 

altar guild delphine bowie & cyndi strouddelphine bowie & cyndi strouddelphine bowie & cyndi strouddelphine bowie & cyndi stroud    bob boomerbob boomerbob boomerbob boomer    cantor 

     fred behnkenfred behnkenfred behnkenfred behnken    lockup 
 

 
 
 

“War is a poor chisel     
to carve out tomorrow.” 

            Martin Luther King, Jr., 1929-1968    
 

 

  

average sunday attendance for december:  33    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

midland lutheran church 
2705 west michigan avenue  *  midland, texas  79701-5840 

bob barndt, pastor 

office:  432.694-1373  *  home:  432.689-9274  *  fax:  432.694-4631 

webpage:  www.midlandlutheranchurch.org 

email:  midluth@att.net or bbarndt@juno.com 

sunday morning schedule:  learning hour @ 9:15  * worship @ 10:30 
office hours:  monday-thursday, 9am-noon & by appointment 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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            the PROPERSPROPERSPROPERSPROPERS for january 

    
    

the    NAMENAMENAMENAME    of    JESUSJESUSJESUSJESUS, January 01 
 

the PRAYERPRAYERPRAYERPRAYER of the DAYDAYDAYDAY:  Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to 
be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

the READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS:  Numbers 6:22–27  +  Psalm 8  +  Galatians 4:4–7  +  Luke 2:15–21 
 

the    BAPTISMBAPTISMBAPTISMBAPTISM    of    OUR LORDOUR LORDOUR LORDOUR LORD, January 08 
 

the PRAYERPRAYERPRAYERPRAYER of the DAYDAYDAYDAY:  Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over 
the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 

the READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS:  Genesis 1:1–5  +  Psalm 29  +  Acts 19:1–7  +  Mark 1:4–11 
 

the    SECONDSECONDSECONDSECOND    SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY after    EPIPHANYEPIPHANYEPIPHANYEPIPHANY, January 15 
 

the PRAYERPRAYERPRAYERPRAYER of the DAYDAYDAYDAY: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the 
countless blessings and benefits you give.  May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 

the READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS:  1 Samuel 3:1–20 + Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18 + 1 Corinthians 6:12–20 + John 1:43–51 
 

the    THIRD SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY after    EPIPHANYEPIPHANYEPIPHANYEPIPHANY, January 22 
 

the PRAYERPRAYERPRAYERPRAYER of the DAYDAYDAYDAY:  Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.  
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
 

the READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS:  Jonah 3:1–5, 10  +  Psalm 62:5–12  +  1 Corinthians 7:29–31  +  Mark 1:14–20 
 

the    FOURTH SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY after    EPIPHANYEPIPHANYEPIPHANYEPIPHANY, January 29 
 

the PRAYERPRAYERPRAYERPRAYER of the DAYDAYDAYDAY:  Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior.  Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
 

the READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS:  Deuteronomy 18:15–20  +  Psalm 111  +  1 Corinthians 8:1–13  +  Mark 1:21–28 
 




